Table 6

Study of sickness absenteeism in industry

Number of sickness absences during 1956 and average number of disability days
among diabetics and nondiabetic controls

Number   of                                            Diabetics                                     Nondlabetic controls,

sickness absences                              Number         Percent                             Number       Percent

None                                                       240                  61.7                                     259              67.8

One                                                           96                  24.7                                       92             24.1

Two                                                          37                     9.5                                       18               4.7

Three                                                       14                    3.6                                         7                1.8

Four                                                           2                       .5                                         3                 .8

Five or more                                 00.                                3             .8

Total number of cases                          389            100.0                                    382           100.0

Disability days

Total number                                       4,200                                                   2,150

Average                                                     10.8                                                       5.6

BLINDNESS   DUE   TO   DIABETES

Eye complications leading to blindness are significant among the sequelae of diabetes.    In
1957, there were an estimated 28,400 persons in the United States who were blind because of
diabetes.   As shown in table 7, diabetic blindness is the third leading cause of blindness and
constituted 8.4 percent of all blind persons.   It is estimated that 11.6 percent of the newly re-
ported blindness in 1957 occurred as a result of diabetes.    National estimates of incidence over
a period of time are not available to determine whether the absolute rate of diabetic blindness
is increasing.   Scattered data from States indicate, however, that this may be  so.

Table 7

Ten leading identified causes of blindness
in the United States, 1957

Rate   per                                           Percentage of

Causes of blindness                             100,000  population                                   all    blindness

All Causes*                                       197.0                                                         100,0

Senile cataract                                                35.0                                                      17.7

Glaucoma                                                             26.7                                                           13.5

DIABETES                                                         16.6                                                          8.4

Vascular disease                                             12.8                                                       6,5

Trauma                                                            9.8                                                       4.9

Heredity                                                           8.9                                                       4.5

Syphilis                .                                                     7,5                                                             3.8

Retrolental fibroplasia                                      4.7                                                       2.4

Neoplasms                                                             2,5                                                             1.2

Ophthalmia neonatorum                                     1,1                                                       0.5

"Includes blindness due to cause undetermined or not specified.

Source;   National Society for the Prevention of Blindness.Table 6

Study of sickness absenteeism in industry

Number of sickness absences during 1956 and average number of disability days
among diabetics and nondiabetic controls

Number   of                                            Diabetics                                     Nondlabetic controls,

sickness absences                              Number         Percent                             Number       Percent

None                                                       240                  61.7                                     259              67.8

One                                                           96                  24.7                                       92             24.1

Two                                                          37                     9.5                                       18               4.7

Three                                                       14                    3.6                                         7                1.8

Four                                                           2                       .5                                         3                 .8

Five or more                                 00.                                3             .8

Total number of cases                          389            100.0                                    382           100.0

Disability days

Total number                                       4,200                                                   2,150

Average                                                     10.8                                                       5.6

BLINDNESS   DUE   TO   DIABETES

Eye complications leading to blindness are significant among the sequelae of diabetes.    In
1957, there were an estimated 28,400 persons in the United States who were blind because of
diabetes.   As shown in table 7, diabetic blindness is the third leading cause of blindness and
constituted 8.4 percent of all blind persons.   It is estimated that 11.6 percent of the newly re-
ported blindness in 1957 occurred as a result of diabetes.    National estimates of incidence over
a period of time are not available to determine whether the absolute rate of diabetic blindness
is increasing.   Scattered data from States indicate, however, that this may be  so.

Table 7

Ten leading identified causes of blindness
in the United States, 1957

Rate   per                                           Percentage of

Causes of blindness                             100,000  population                                   all    blindness

All Causes*                                       197.0                                                         100,0

Senile cataract                                                35.0                                                      17.7

Glaucoma                                                             26.7                                                           13.5

DIABETES                                                         16.6                                                          8.4

Vascular disease                                             12.8                                                       6,5

Trauma                                                            9.8                                                       4.9

Heredity                                                           8.9                                                       4.5

Syphilis                .                                                     7,5                                                             3.8

Retrolental fibroplasia                                      4.7                                                       2.4

Neoplasms                                                             2,5                                                             1.2

Ophthalmia neonatorum                                     1,1                                                       0.5

"Includes blindness due to cause undetermined or not specified.

Source;   National Society for the Prevention of Blindness.